CHAPTER SVHI
REPRODUCTIVE SYSTEM
MALE GENERATIVE SYSTEM
The diseases of the male genital tract comprise chiefly inflam-
mations due to infections, tumours, and various congenital abnor-
malities, and, though of less frequent occurrence, correspond in a
general way with those of the female tract. Another important sub-
ject is the relation of the genital system to endocrine secretion. The
normal development of the various parts depends, of course, upon
a healthy state of the testicles, or rather on the production in sufficient
amount of the male sex hormone, testosterone, which is formed by the
interstitial cells of Leydig; this hormone is allied structurally to
the oestrogens. Further, the formation of the hormone in its turn
is now known to be influenced by other endocrine glands, especially
the pituitary. This subj ect, however, will be treated in a later chapter.
INFLAMMATORY CONDITIONS
Acute inflammations of the male genital tract are due to two
main causes, namely: (a) gonorrhoea, and (5) septic infections,
usually secondary to cystitis, Metastatic infection by the blood
stream also may occur, but it is less common.
Gonorrhoeal Infection. In gonorrhoea there is an acute catarrhal
inflammation which ascends from the meatus of the urethra and is
attended by inflammatory swelling of the sub-epithelial tissues.
The discharge is at first thick and glairy, but soon becomes purulent,
and in it gonococci, maidy intracellular in position, are usually
to be found in considerable numbers. If untreated the disease, after
running a course of several weeks, often subsides and a return to normal
occurs, but not infrequently it passes into a chronic condition or
' gleet/ Infection may spread to other parts from the urethra. This
often occurs in the prostate, for example, and may be attended by a
varying amount of acute inflammatory swelling, whilst in the chronic
stage gonococci often persist in the tubules of the gland and maintain
the infection. The organisms may also ascend by the vas deferens
to the testicle and set up acute inflammation, which first affects
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